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determining his policy on consultations and elections. Free Viet-Nam 
must have unquestioned and complete sovereignty prior to adopting 
any public position on free elections. 

d) While the opposition to the principle of genuine and adequate 
safeguards is acceptable, international pressures will compel them to 
compromise with the Viet Minh and so lose Free Viet-Nam. 

5. The purpose of the draft paper was to take a position so our 
policy in the event of Viet Minh aggression would be clear. We have 
been calling Diem's attention to the dangers in his taking a negative 
position. These are: (a) he will give the impression of being against 
free elections, while the Viet Minh seize the initiative and for propa- 
ganda purposes seem to be for them; (b) his rejection of consulta- 
tions will provoke the International Control Commission, or the two 
co-chairmen to set the date, place and circumstances for consulta- 
tions; and (c) the Viet Minh might seize upon his opposition as a 
pretext for terrorist and subversive activities in Free Viet-Nam before 
he is strong enough to combat them, or even to threaten military ag- 
gression. This would hinder our position on military reactions. 

6. Accordingly, it would be better to proceed with our exchange 
of views in Saigon with Diem, as well as with the British, French and 
Canadians before fixing a draft statement of policy. We will need a 
maximum amount of maneuverability in any event. 


206. Memorandum of Discussion at the 251st Meeting of the 
National Security Council, Washington, June 9, 1955 1 

Present at the 251st Council meeting were The President of the 
United States, presiding; the Vice President of the United States; the 
Secretary of State; the Secretary of Defense; Mr. Robert E. Matteson 
for the Director, Foreign Operations Administration; the Director, 
Office of Defense Mobilization. Also present were the Secretary of 
the Treasury; the Acting Attorney General (for Items 1 and 2); the 
Director, Bureau of the Budget; the Chairman, Atomic Energy Com- 
mission (for Items 1 and 2); the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; the 
Director of Central Intelligence; Special Assistants to the President 
Anderson and Rockefeller; the NSC Representative on Internal Secu- 
rity (for Item 1); the White House Staff Secretary; the Deputy As- 
sistant to the President; the Executive Secretary, NSC; and the 
Deputy Executive Secretary, NSC. 


r 1 Source: Eisenhower Library, Whitman File, NSC Records. Top Secret. Drafted by 
Gleason on June 10. 
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There follows a summary of the discussion at the meeting and 
the main points taken. 

[Here follows discussion of items 1. "Emergency Relocation 
Plan— National Security Council"; 2. "Report by the Chairman, 
Atomic Energy Commission"; and 3. "Significant World Develop- 
ments Affecting U.S. Security".] 

4. US Policy on All-Vietnam Elections (NSC 5405; NSC 5429/5; NSC 

5519; NSC Action No. 1316— d; memo for NSC from Executive 

Secretary, same subject, dated June 2, 1955 2 ) 

As Mr. Dillon Anderson began to brief the National Security 
Council on the content of the subject report (NSC 5519), the Presi- 
dent interrupted to inquire of Secretary Dulles whether this was not 
the report which he, Secretary Dulles, desired to postpone. Secretary 
Dulles acknowledged that he had suggested postponement of Council 
consideration of this problem because the situation was not suffi- 
ciently clear to warrant Council action at this time. The British and 
the French, not to mention the Government of Free Vietnam, had not 
yet made their positions clear with respect to the election problem. If 
the Council were to consider this paper now, it would only be 
obliged to go through the process again at a later date. 

Secretary Wilson said that the people in the Department of De- 
fense felt exactly the same way as the Secretary of State about this 
matter. 

Mr. Anderson then briefly explained that the Planning Board 
had submitted the present draft report as a result of a Council direc- 
tive of last January. He said that he too had entertained doubts as to 
whether the technique and details of the election problem in Viet- 
nam were properly in the realm of NSC policy. He said accordingly 
he was perfectly happy to defer action on this aspect of the problem, 
but that he did feel that it would be useful if the Planning Board 
were authorized to study the paragraph in our basic policy on Viet- 
nam (paragraph 5-d of NSC 5429/5) which was concerned with the 
more general matter of what the United States should do in the 
event that the Communists renewed aggression in Vietnam. This 
question was not altogether clear, and was certainly suitable for NSC 
action. 

Secretary Dulles nodded agreement to Mr. Anderson's proposal. 


2 This memorandum, which transmitted the views of the JCS on draft NSC 5519 
to the NSC, is not printed, but see footnote 3, Document 203. 
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The National Security Council : 3 

a. Noted the draft statement of policy contained in the reference 
report (NSC 5519) and the views of the Joint Chiefs of Staff trans- 
mitted by the reference memorandum of June 2. 

b. Agreed that Council recommendations as to U.S. policy on 
all-Vietnam elections are not required at this time. 

c. Noted that U.S. policy in the event of a renewal of hostilities 
by the Communists in Vietnam would be governed by the provisions 
of paragraph 5-d of NSC 5429/5, pending a review of that paragraph 
by the NSC Planning Board. 

Note: The actions in b and c above, as approved by the President, 
subsequently transmitted to the Council for information. 

[Here follows discussion of item 5, "Deployments and Strength 
of U.S. Ground Forces in the Far East".] 

S. Everett Gleason 


3 The following paragraphs and note constitute NSC Action No. 1415, a record 
copy of which is in Department of State, S/S-NSC (Miscellaneous) Files: Lot 66 D 95. 


207. Letter From the Director of the Office of Philippine and 
Southeast Asian Affairs (Young) to the Ambassador in 
Vietnam (Reinhardt) 1 


Washington, June 10, 1955 . 

Dear Freddie: The issue of elections in 1956 and consultations 
with the Viet Minh are the current top-drawer aspects of Viet-Nam. 
A brief NSC paper was prepared for the Council's consideration on 
June 9, which we discussed Wednesday afternoon with the Secre- 
tary. 2 For various reasons, it was decided to recommend indefinite 
postponement of the Council's consideration of the paper, which the 
Council accepted. I am attaching a copy of the briefing memoranda I 
did for the Secretary on this subject, as well as some informal notes 
on our meeting with him. 3 

Some of us are quite impressed with the position of Diem as re- 
ported in your telegrams. It seems to us it makes a lot of sense for 
him to get his position worked out with the French and ensure Big 

‘Source: Department of State, Saigon Embassy Files: Lot 61 F 22. Top Secret; Of- 
ficial-Informal. 

2 See Document 204. 

r 3 The notes were not attached to the source text; for texts of the briefing memo- 
randa, see Documents 203 and 205. 



